Guidelines for Writing Competition Questions

1. All questions are written in the format:
In the book, Title of book, ….
2. Do NOT mark in the books provided.  
3. You may want to use Post-it notes as you read to mark a passage that you think might make a good question.  After reading the entire book, return to those passages to decide whether or not to form a question from that portion of the book. 

4. Some readers may choose to read through the book in its entirety before going back to mark passages and form questions.  

5. Answers should be specific and easily verified.  Keep in mind that moderators usually have NOT read the books and will be relying on the information you provide to determine whether a response is correct.
6. Questions should address a key element to the story.  Avoid “trivia” questions.  

7. The correct answer, chapter (if applicable) and page number must be included.

8. Questions should be created from all parts of the book e.g. avoid writing a lot of questions from the early parts of the book and neglecting the end. 

9. The questions should be specific about the type of answer expected.

Examples:

Do NOT ask 

Where was the Adams family living when Sammy got sick?

ASK

In what city and state were the Adams living when Sammy got sick?

Do NOT ask

Who called Tammy the day before the dance?

ASK

What is the first name of the person who called Tammy the day before the dance?

10. Avoid answers with multiple parts unless that is clear in the question. 

Do NOT ask

What did Julie have in the wagon?  

…if the answer is a soccer ball, a rope and a jelly sandwich

ASK

What 3 things did Julie have in the wagon?

11. Avoid questions that are so general that they could have multiple correct answers.  Clarify by providing context.

Do NOT ask

What did John say to Marcia before hanging up the phone?

…if John and Marcia spoke on the phone more than once.  Your page number will point to one possible correct answer, but if the student is considering another phone conversation, he might give another correct answer.

Ask

John calls Marcia after she cheats on her Algebra test.  What are the last 2 words John says to Marcia before hanging up the phone?
12. Try to anticipate alternate acceptable answers.  Keep in mind that the moderators have generally not read the book and can show very little discretion in what they will accept as a correct response:

Example:

If the correct answer is tarantula, but you think it is enough that the respondent know it was a spider, write


Tarantula OR spider

If you only put down Tarantula, the moderator will not accept spider.  

If the correct answer is locket, but you would accept necklace, write


Locket OR necklace

